
APPROVED 
Meeting Minutes 
Eveline Township Planning Commission 
Regular Meeting 
June 14, 2017 
7:00 P.M. 

1) Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance by Vice Chairman Eric 
Beishlag at the Eveline Township Hall. 

Attendance: Commissioners present were Kelly McGinn, Eric Beishlag, Denny Way, and Prudence  
Kurtz. Phoebe Wietzke was absent. Also present were Planner Rick Deuell, Zoning Administrator  
Barry Wood, Supervisor John Vrondran, Clerk Sandi Whiteford, and Ben Cunningham. 

2) Agenda and Minutes: Motion by Kurtz, seconded by McGinn, to approve the agenda as well as the May 10, 2017 
minutes as written. Motion carried unanimously. 

3) Public Comment: None, and there was no correspondence. 

4) Waterfront Ordinance: Planner Deuell provided the planning commission with copies of language being considered by 
Burt Lake Township for protection of their lakefront. Planning commission consensus was 
to use language already in place in draft ordinance number 8 which is currently being reviewed. 
Denny Way asked whether removal of vegetation in the greenbelt area has been an issue in the township. 
Zoning Administrator Wood commented that enforcement of the ordinance when violations occur is often complaint 
driven. Planner Deuell added that in the past, telling folks they couldn't alter vegetation in the greenbelt area didn't stop 
it. Some just did it anyway, without any oversight. Vice Chairman Beishlag stated that hopefully this ordinance revision 
will allow people more latitude to make some changes in this area, and lead to greater compliance with the zoning 
ordinance, in order to protect the lake and lakefront areas. 

5) Other Items from members: Zoning Administrator Wood mentioned that there are instances of people placing storage 
sheds in the greenbelt area, mainly in areas where their homes are across the street from the lake. He asked if the 
planning commission might consider grandfathering those already in existence, and making provision for new ones to be 
permitted at a reasonable cost for residents in these areas. After some discussion the planning commission decided to 
consider allowing the use of portable storage sheds in this situation, due primarily to safety concerns, with permitted 
size to be not greater than four feet by six feet, and with a reasonable height resriction. Final details will be addressed at 
a later date. 
Kurtz mentioned that there are violations of the ordinance with regard to length of time people are living in recreational 
vehicles, and the probability that there are folks who may be using a pole building as a seasonal dwelling as well, and 
questioned whether the planning commission should revisit this ordinance. 
Zoning Administrator Wood replied that as far as he's concerned the existing ordinance is fine,and that a "paper trail" 
needs to be created in order to help people to come into compliance with the ordinance. 

6) Other: Ben Cunningham had questions about draft ordinance language prohibiting manicured lawns in the greenbelt, 
and limitation of seawall construction only to areas where they are the best option for erosion prevention. He stated 
that seawall construction is part of his business, and asked if language limiting their construction was really necessary. 
He asked whether the draft language referring to manicured lawns was meant for lawns already in existence, new lawns, 
or both. 
Planner Deuell responded that this provision would apply to new lawns, as those existing would be grandfathered. 
Vice Chairman Beishlag commented that the planning commission has spent a great deal of time working on this 
ordinance, and has requested input from all residents and a number of entities including builders, landscapers, and 
organizations such as the Lake Charlevoix Association, Tip of the Mitt, MSUE, and LIAA. The seawall language may have 
come from suggestions made by one or more of these organizations. 
Kurtz added that when adding to or revising the ordinance, the planning commission considers not only the concerns of 
those wishing to make changes, but also the effects the changes under consideration will have on neighboring 



properties. When changes are made on a given property, it is important they not create negative impacts for neighboring 
property owners .Mr. Cunningham stated that if done correctly, construction of seawalls on Lake Charlevoix should not 
create erosion problems for adjacent properties. 
Some discussion of jurisdiction with regard to seawalls followed, with the conclusion that it may be best to remove the 
language under discussion, as the DEQ and/ or the Army Corps of Engineers will likely be involved and have oversight in 
this area. 
Planner Deuell will make the necessary changes and submit the ordinance to Attorney Bryan Graham for review prior to 
the scheduling of a public hearing. 

Planning Commission decided unanimously that Denny Way will be the next chairman. Vice Chairman Beishlag will chair 
the next few meetings until Denny is ready to take over. 

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 9:10 P.M. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Prudence Kurtz, Secretary 
Eveline Township Planning Commission  

 


