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INTRODUCTION
Eveline Township is located in Charlevoix 
County, in northern Michigan. The 
Township is centrally located in the 
county, most of which is surrounded 
by Lake Charlevoix. The Ironton Ferry 
allows for easy access of the east and 
west side of the Township. The Ironton 
Ferry runs most of the year when there 
is open water. 

Eveline Township is adjacent to 
Charlevoix Township to the north, 
Marion Township to the west, Banks 
Township to the southwest, South Arm 
Township to the south and Wilson 
Township to the southeast.

Eveline Township is rich in natural 
resources. The Township is situated 
largely by water, creating an abundant 
amount of recreational opportunities. 
Lake Charlevoix offers a number of 
public access sites where people can 
enjoy water related activities. There are 
also numerous trails for hiking, biking, 
walking and nature viewing throughout 
the Township.

POPULATION 
The primary sources of demographic 
information for Eveline Township are 
the Census of Population, which is 
taken every ten years and the American 
Community Survey which is run on a 
continual basis between the decennial 
censuses. The American Community 
Survey (ACS) is a sample of populations 
across the United States and provides 
more detailed information compared to 
the decennial census. For geographies 
with less than 20,000 people (which 
includes Eveline Township) the ACS 
is released in 5-year sample blocks, 
which means the data released in 2018 
was collected between the years 2013 
and 2018. The Census only contains 
population data for those persons for 
whom Eveline Township is their primary 
residence. The seasonal residents are 
not reflected in this count although they 
have a considerable influence upon the 
Township’s population levels, especially 
during the summer months. 

Map 1: Regional Location

Washington Street picnic area.
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According to the US Census Bureau, 
the population of Eveline Township 
increased from 602 in 1960 to a high 
of 1,560 in 2000, and dropped to 
1,484 by Census of 2010. In 2018, the 
population hit an all-time high of 1,593 
(±130) . During the same time period, 
the County population increased from 
13,421 (in 1960) to 26,090 (in 2000) 
and then decreased to 25,949 by 2010. 
The cumulative population change over 
the fifty-eight years from 1960 to 2018, 
was an estimated 991 people or 165% 
increase in the Township’s population, 
and 12,469 people or 93% increase 
County wide.

POPULATION DENSITY
Because the legal boundaries of the 
County and Township haven’t changed 
between 1980 and 2018 an increase in 
population would increase the population 
density. The population density in the 
Township is slightly lower than the 

County indicating that the Township is 
more rural than other parts of the County 
overall. As the Township continues 
to grow it is important to preserve 
greenspace to ensure that it is not 
developed by the growing population.

AGE
While the population of Eveline Township 
is growing, the median age of residents is 
rising. There are many potential reasons 
for the high median age in the Township: 
the area is attractive to retirees, the rising 
housing values (especially for lakefront 
properties) are not affordable to young 
families, the limited jobs and educational 
opportunities in the area.  Without 
young families and children moving into 
the Township the number of people with 
strong social ties to the Township will 
continue to decline. This fosters a cycle 
of declining population and the Township 
runs a risk of a deteriorating population.

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2018

Eveline Township 602 837 1,061 1,100 1,560 1,484 1,593

Ten Year Change 39.0% 26.8% 3.7% 41.8% -4.9% 7.3%

Charlevoix County 13,421 16,541 19,907 21,468 26,090 25,949 25,890

Ten Year Change 23.2% 20.3% 7.8% 21.5% -0.5% -0.2%
Source: United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2018 5-Year Estimates, DP02

Table 1: Population Change, Eveline Township & Charlevoix County, 
1960-2018

1980 1990 2000 2010 2018

Eveline Township 40.8 42.3 59.9 57.1 61.3

Change 3.7% 41.6% -4.7% 7.4%

Charlevoix County 47.7 51.5 62.6 62.2 62.1

Change 8.0% 21.6% -0.6% -0.2%
Source: United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2018 5-Year Estimates, DP02

Table 2: Population Density, Eveline Township & Charlevoix County, 
1980-2018

1980 1990 2000 2010 2018

Eveline Township 33.8 38.8 44.5 52.9 54.7
Source: United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2018 5-Year Estimates, DP02

Table 3: Median Age, 1980-2018
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DISABILITY
It is important to consider the disability 
status of residents to determine 
how best the Township can provide 
recreational services. Table 4 details the 
disability status of residents, the most 
common disability in the Township is 
ambulatory difficulty, which means 
that residents have trouble moving 
independently. Parks will need to 
accommodate residents with disabilities, 
which may include signage for the 
visual impaired and ADA accessible 
park amenities. Charlevoix County 
operates a dial-a-ride service, residents 
with this disability may rely on this 
service to travel around the area. 
5.3% of residents have difficulty living 
independently, indicating that they 
could a caregiver or other assistance. 

HOUSEHOLD 
COMPOSITION
The household and family size are 
lower in the Township than in the state 
overall, as shown in Table 5. This is 
expected in a community with a higher 
median age, where fewer families have 
children at home. Between 1990, 2000, 
and 2018, the number of persons per 
household and persons per family has 
changed in the Township at a rate 
similar to the state overall. The family 
size in the Township is relatively like 
the household size indicating that 
there are few families with more than 
one householder and more than one 
child. A higher difference, seen at the 
State level, would indicate a higher 
discrepancy in the number of people 
between households and families.

Disability Estimate % of Total

Hearing Disability 77 4.8%

     Under 18 8 0.5%

     18 to 64 years old 17 1.1%

     Over 65 52 3.3%

Vision Difficulty 22 1.4%

     Under 18 0 0.0%

     18 to 64 years old 3 0.2%

     Over 65 19 1.2%

Cognitive Difficulty 65 4.1%

     Under 18 22 1.4%

     18 to 64 years old 27 1.7%

     Over 65 16 1.0%

Ambulatory Difficulty 112 7.0%

     Under 18 0 0.0%

     18 to 64 years old 55 3.5%

     Over 65 57 3.6%

Self-Care Difficulty 58 3.6%

     Under 18 0 0.0%

     18 to 64 years old 31 1.9%

     Over 65 27 1.7%

Independent Living Difficulty 85 5.3%

     Under 18 N/A -

     18 to 64 years old 43 2.7%

     Over 65 42 2.6%
Source: United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2018 5-Year Estimates, S1810

Table 4: Disability Characteristics, 2018

2000 2010 2018
Household 

Size
Family  

Size
Household 

Size
Family  

Size
Household 

Size
Family  

Size

Eveline Township 2.52 2.81 2.2 2.56 2.3 2.6

State of Michigan 2.58 3.1 2.49 3.05 2.49 3.08
Source: United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2018 5-Year Estimates, DP02

Table 5: Household & Family Sizes, Eveline Township & Michigan, 2000-2018
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HOUSING 
The total number of housing units 
increased from 1,381 to 1,435 between 
2010 and 2018, a 3.9% increase. 
However, this represents a slowing 
down in growth, compared to previous 
decades; between 1990 and 2000 
the Township experienced an increase 
of 28% in total housing units, and 
between 1980 and 1990, housing units 
increased by 17% in the Township. 

Of the township’s 1,435 housing units 
in 2018, 694 (48%) were occupied 
on a year-round basis and 678 (47%) 
were used for seasonal or occasional 
recreational use, the other units are 
for rent or for sale.1  The percentage 
of seasonal homes did not change 
between 2000 and 2019 but decreased 
from 53% in 1990.  In Charlevoix 
County, the percentage of units for 
seasonal use has remained consistent 
between 28 and 30% over the same 
20-year period (1990-2010). The 
proportion of housing units that are for 
year-round use is decreasing in both the 

1 United States Census Bureau, American 
Community Survey 2018 5-Year Estimates, 
B25004

County and the Township; however, 
there is still a much higher proportion of 
seasonal homes in the Township. These 
trends can likely be attributed to the 
higher median age and the extensive 
shoreline making Eveline Township a 
very desirable place to summer.

The rise in housing values between 
2000 and 2010 slowed considerably, 
compared to the years prior. The value 
of owner-occupied housing in Eveline 
in 2000 was approximately 1½ times 
the1990 value, this trend continued into 
2018. The increases in housing values 
were similar over these time periods 
in Charlevoix County and the state 
of Michigan overall; however, Eveline 
Township experienced the most extreme 
increases during the 1990’s.

Similarly, the median rents in the 
Township grew faster during the 1980’s 
and 1990’s than both the County and 
the state overall. Eveline Township’s 
median rent was on par with the 
statewide median rent in 2000 and 
was 15% higher than the Countywide 
median rent. In 2018, the Township’s 
median rent was closer to the state 
average than the County.

Total Dwelling 
Units

Built After  
2000

Built Between 
1940-2000

Built before 
1940

Eveline Township 1,435 12.4% 76.0% 11.6%

Charlevoix County 17,630 12.6% 74.4% 13.0%
Source: United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2018 5-Year Estimates, DP04

Table 6: Summary of Housing Units, Eveline Township & Charlevoix 
County

1980* 1990* 2000* 2010* 2018

Eveline Township  $44,300  $70,600  $172,900  $213,600  $226,500 

59.4% 144.9% 23.5% 6.0%

Charlevoix County  $34,400  $53,600  $112,700  $162,600  $162,900 

55.8% 110.3% 44.3% 0.2%

State of Michigan  $39,000  $60,600  $115,600  $144,200  $146,200 

55.4% 90.8% 24.7% 1.4%
Source: United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2018 5-Year Estimates, DP04  
*May not be in 2018 dollars

Table 7: Housing Value Changes, Eveline Township & Charlevoix County
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There are many positives associated 
with high and rising housing values. This 
situation suggests that the Township is 
a desirable place to live and properties 
are well maintained. In addition, tax 
base is high for the Township and other 
taxing jurisdictions. But rising housing 
values present challenges as well. The 
lack of lower priced housing makes it 
difficult for young families and those of 
low to moderate income to find housing 
options within the Township. If current 
housing trends continue, the Township 
will continue to age and the number of 
families with children will decline.

SOCIOECONOMIC REVIEW
ESRI’s Business Analyst is proprietary 
software that sources publicly available 
data to estimate consumer spending 
patterns. The report for Eveline 
Township shows where people spend 
their discretionary income. According to 
the report, Eveline Township residents 
spend over the national average in a 
majority of the recreation categories. 
The top categories for Eveline Township 
include payments and rentals of boats, 
trailers, campers, and RV’s.

1980 1990 2000 2010 2018

Eveline 
Township

Occupied Rental Units 50 25 49 81 39

Median Rent* $163 $305 $541 $661 $806 

Percent Change - 87.1% 77.4% 22.2% 21.9%

Charlevoix 
County

Occupied Rental Units 1,482 1,393 1,817 1,772 1,979

Median Rent* $180 $288 $470 $587 $713 

Percent Change - 60.0% 63.2% 24.9% 21.5%

State of 
Michigan

Median Rent* $197 $343 $546 $723 $850 

Percent Change - 74.1% 59.2% 32.4% 17.6%
Source: United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2018 5-Year Estimates, DP04  
*May not be in 2018 dollars

Table 8: Median Rent Change, Eveline Township & Charlevoix County

Recreation Category
Spending 
Potential 

Index

Average 
Amount 
Spent

Total

Fees for Participant Sports, excluding Trips 92 $90.06 $59,799

Fees for Recreational Lessons 86 $124.56 $82,705

Membership Fees for Social/Recreation/
Health Clubs

95 $227.03 $150,745

Dating Services 72 $0.58 $386

Toys/Games/Arts/Crafts/Tricycles 128 $133.94 $88,937

Playground Equipment 163 $7.35 $4,878

Docking and Landing Fees for Boats  
and Planes

110 $11.19 $7,433

Camp Fees 103 $64.07 $42,545

Payments on Boats/Trailers/Campers/RVs 259 $154.04 $102,282

Rental of Boats/Trailers/Campers/RVs 255 $61.59 $40,893

Exercise Equipment & Gear, Game Tables 146 $96.04 $63,767

Bicycles 149 $46.29 $30,735

Camping Equipment 78 $17.17 $11,403

Hunting and Fishing Equipment 116 $72.60 $48,206

Winter Sports Equipment 165 $8.33 $5,529

Water Sports Equipment 188 $12.16 $8,073

Other Sports Equipment 87 $6.16 $4,088

Rental/Repair of Sports/Recreation/
Exercise Equipment

95 $2.66 $1,765

TOTAL $1,135.82 $754,169
Data Note: The Spending Potential Index (SPI) is household-based, and represents the amount 
spent for a product or service relative to a national average of 100. Detail may not sum to totals 
due to rounding. 
Source: Esri forecasts for 2020 and 2025; Consumer Spending data are derived from the 2017 and 
2018 Consumer Expenditure Surveys, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Table 9: Recreation Expenditures
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Eveline Township operates under 
the general law of Township form of 
government. The Township’s legislative 
body is a five-member elected board: 
supervisor, clerk, treasurer, and two 
trustees. The Township Board is the 
highest governing board, therefore, 
makes the final decision for all park 
related projects.

The Supervisor and Township Board 
appoint the following boards, positions, 
commissions, and committees to deliver 
municipal services. 

 » Planning Commission

 » Zoning Administrator

 » Zoning Board of Appeals

 » Board of Review

 » Parcel Division

The Eveline Township Planning 
Commission oversees the Parks 
and Recreation services and makes 
recommendations to the Township 
Board for policies, future projects, 
and development. Some communities 
have a dedicated Parks and Recreation 
Commission that act as a sounding 
board for residents and use that 
information to make recommendations 
on next steps to the legislative body. 
While commissions are in charge of 
long-range planning, routine park 
maintenance is handled by the Township 
staff, contractors, and volunteers. 
General maintenance duties include 
grass mowing, trash removal, snow 
removal and sustainment of facilities.

Figure 1: Organization Chart

Township Board

Planning Commission Zoning Administrator

Parcel Division

Contractors

Volunteers

Zoning Board of Appeals

Board of Review
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FINANCES
The Township revenue is mainly 
generated from property taxes and the 
expenses are then distributed through 
the Township general fund to different 
municipal positions and areas of focus. 
Parks and Recreation has an estimated 
$17,200 in expenses for the year.

VOLUNTEERS 
Eveline Township does not have a 
designated group of volunteers, but 
rather recruits volunteers on a project by 
project basis. Volunteers provide manual 

labor, in-kind services, and support for 
recreation projects. Considering the 
limited staff to parks and recreation, 
the Township should begin to compile 
a database of volunteers to call on 
for specific projects and to keep the 
community engaged in recreation.

PARTNERSHIPS
The Township partners with groups 
to assist in providing high quality 
recreational features and opportunities. 
The Lake Charlevoix Association relays 
residents’ needs to the Township. Tip of 
the Mitt Watershed helps the Township 

FY2020 FY2021 
Projections

TOTAL REVENUE $939,900

Expenses

Township Hall $57,320.00 

Supervisor $21,680.00 

Trustee $16,842.00 

Clerk $31,927.00 

Board of Review $4,725.00 

Treasurer $29,208.00 

Assessor $34,800.00 

Elections $10,950.00 

Cemetery $3,450.00 

Cemetery Land Improvements $20,000.00 

Contract Labor - Fire General $58,000.00 

Repairs & Maintenance - Roads General $0.00 

Streetlights $2,000.00 

Contract Labor – Refuse Disposal $14,500.00 

Contract Labor – Ambulance $45,000.00 

Planning Commission $40,650.00 

Zoning $20,316.00 

Parks and Recreation $17,200.00 

Repair/Maintenance – Road Major $273,000.00 

Contract Service – Fire $95,000.00 

Contract Service – Ambulance $44,000.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES $840,568.00 

Table 10: Township Budget and Expenditures
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maintain water quality along the 
lakeshore of the Township boundaries. 

The Little Traverse Conservancy has 
been instrumental in the Township by 
purchasing land through grant funding 
and donations. The purpose of acquiring 
the land is to conserve it and use it for 
recreation.

Eveline Township cooperates with the 
surrounding municipalities to provide 
exceptional services for the residents 
and visitors. 

SCHOOLS 
Eveline Township encompasses three 
school districts. The Advance area is part 
of the Boyne City School District, the 
Ironton area is part of the Charlevoix 
Public School District and the remainder 
of the Township is within the East 
Jordan Public School District.

East Jordan Public Schools assisted the 
Township in acquiring the Star School 
property to preserve it. The property is 
a historical figure for the Township and 
plans to renovate the school can make 
it an attraction for years to come. The 
Township has an opportunity to restore 
the building to be used for recreational 
purposes.

GRANT HISTORY
Eveline Township currently does not 
have any MDNR grant assisted projects 
on record. The Township has recently 
acquired some properties that have 
potential for development for additional 
recreation opportunities. Therefore, the 
Township would like to have an up-to-
date Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
to be eligible for grant funding over the 
next five years. The properties will be 
highlighted in the Recreation Inventory 
section of this plan.

Bracy Road provides access to Lake Charlevoix.
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A detailed onsite inventory was 
conducted for the Township park and 
recreation facilities. The inventory 
included evaluations of the sites, 
general conditions, and an accessibility 

assessment. The recreation inventory is 
a helpful tool to benchmark progress 
and guide long and short-term goals 
for enhancing the parks and recreation 
opportunities in the Township. 

Classification General Description Location criteria Size Criteria

Mini Park
Used to address limited, isolated, or 
unique recreational needs.

Less than ¼ mile in 
residential setting

2500 sq ft to 1 acre

Neighborhood 
Park

Serves as the recreational and social 
focus of the neighborhood. Focus: 
informal active and passive recreation.

¼ to ½ mile distance 
and interrupted by 
nonresidential roads 
and other physical 
barriers

5-10 acres

Community 
Park

Serves broader purpose than 
neighborhood park. Focus: meeting 
community-based recreation 
needs, as well as preserving unique 
landscapes and open spaces.

Determined by the 
quality and suitability 
of the site. Usually 
serves two or more 
neighborhoods and 
½ to 3-mile distance

Usually between 30-
50 acres

Large Urban 
Park

Serve a broader purpose than 
community parks and are used when 
community and neighborhood parks 
are not adequate to serve the needs 
of the community. Focus: meeting 
community-based recreational 
needs, as well as preserving unique 
landscapes and open spaces.

Determined by the 
quality and suitability 
of the site. Usually 
serves the entire 
community

Usually a minimum 
of 50 acres, 75 acres 
or more is optimal

Natural 
Resource Areas

Lands set aside for preservation of 
significant natural resources, remnant 
landscapes, open space, and visual 
aesthetics/buffering.

Resource availability 
and opportunity

Variable

Regional /
Metropolitan 
Park 

Land set aside for preservation of 
natural beauty or environmental 
significance, recreation use or historic 
or cultural interest use. 

Located to serve 
several communities 
within 1 hour driving 
time. 

Optimal size is 
200+ acres, but 
size varies based on 
accommodating the 
desired uses. 

Greenways 
Effectively tie park system 
components together to form a 
continuous park environment. 

Resource availability 
and opportunity. 

Variable. 

Sports Complex 

Consolidates heavily programmed 
athletic fields and associated facilities 
to larger and fewer sites strategically 
located throughout the community. 

Strategically located 
community-wide 
facilities. 

Determined by 
projected demand. 
Usually a minimum 
of 25 acres, with 40 
to 80 acres being 
optimal. 

Special Use 
Covers a broad range of parks and 
recreation facilities oriented toward 
single-purpose use. 

Variable-dependent 
on specific use. 

Variable. 

Private Park/
Recreation 
Facility 

Parks and recreation facilities that are 
privately owned yet contribute to the 
public park and recreation system. 

Variable-dependent 
on specific use. 

Variable. 

Table 11: Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) Park 
Classification Guidelines
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ACCESSIBILITY 
EVALUATION
An evaluation of each park’s accessibility 
was completed. This assessment visually 
evaluated the accessibility of facilities 
and routes to facilities for persons 
with mobility constraints. Barrier-free 
accessibility in parks and recreational 
facilities is important for current and 
future programming as it makes these 
spaces more inclusive and easier for 
all to use. The assessment followed 
the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources’ scale for evaluating park 
accessibility in the 2018 “Guidelines for 
the Development of Community Park, 
Recreation, Open Space, and Greenways 
Plans” on a scale of 1 to 5.

1 = none of the facilities/park areas 
meet accessibility guidelines  

2 = some of the facilities/park areas 
meet accessibility guidelines  

3 = most of the facilities/park areas 
meet accessibility guidelines 

4 = the entire park meets 
accessibility guidelines 

5 = the entire park was developed/
renovated using the principals of 
universal design

PARK INVENTORY
Eveline Township is rich in natural 
resources, adjacent to Lake Charlevoix, 
and is home to a number of public and 
private recreational sites. The National 
Recreation and Park Association, 
the leading non-profit organization 
dedicated to the cause, recommends 
that each community should strive to 
have at least 9.9  acres of park land per 
1,000 people.1  Following this formula, 
Eveline Township’s approximately 1,593 
residents should have access to 15.9 
acres of parkland. When the locally 
owned parkland is aggregated, it 
exceeds the recommended amount by 
nearly three times.

1 National Recreation and Park Association, 
NRPA Agency Performance Review, 2020

Facility Name Accessibility 
Assessment

Open to 
Public Size Facilities Available

Eveline Township Hall 
and Associated Property

3 Yes 1.01 acres
Picnic tables, benches, 
bike rack, parking area

11 and 13 Sweetbrier Ln 1 Yes 1.02 acre Undeveloped

Lake Charlevoix Access 
Site (Washington Street)

1 Yes 0.5 acre
Lake Charlevoix access, 
swimming beach, picnic 
table, bench, bike rack

Lake Charlevoix Access 
Site (Bracy Road)

1 Yes 35.3 acres
Water access, picnic table, 
bench, wetlands

05150 Ridge Road, East 
Jordan, MI 49727

1 Yes 1.64 acres
Cemetery, green space, 
and wooded area

08530 Ferry Road, East 
Jordan, MI 49727

1 Yes 1.86 acres
Green space and gravel 
parking area

Star School, 2505 Wurn 
Rd.

1 Yes 0.58 acres
Star School and green 
space

TOTAL 41.91 acres

Table 12: Park Inventory Within Eveline Township
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Map 2: Parks
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Eveline Township Cemetery on Ridge Road. Eveline Township Nature Area on Bracy Road.
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NATURAL RESOURCE 
INVENTORY
Eveline Township has a variety of 
natural resources. The Township is 
largely surrounded by Lake Charlevoix, 
therefore, over 4,000 acres are 
deemed wetlands. A majority of land is 
considered forested land cover including 
deciduous and evergreen trees. 
Wetlands are not ideal for recreational 
development. The development for 
recreational use would be recommended 
at the water access sites and the vacant 
inland parcels owned by the Township. 

Map 3: Natural Features
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Feature Acres Percent of 
Township

Wetlands 4061.6 17.3%

Freshwater Emergent 120.4 0.5%

Forested Shrub 2428.6 10.3%

Restorative 1512.6 6.4%

Land Cover

Deciduous Forest 4686.5 20.0%

Evergreen Forest 700.3 3.0%

Mixed Forest 725.4 3.1%

Shrub/Scrub 70.7 0.3%

Grassland 1376.8 5.9%

Table 13: Eveline Township Natural Features
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Jurisdiction Open to the 
Public Acres Description

CHARLEVOIX COUNTY

Charlevoix County Whiting 
Park 

Yes 238 acres

Campground: rustic and RV campsites with electricity, 
restroom/shower building, water & pump- out station; 
swimming; barrier-free kayak launch; mobi-mats & 
mobi-chair; barrier-free vault toilet at beach; boating; 
fishing; beach volleyball; trails for hiking, biking, cross- 
country skiing & snowshoeing; 2 meeting halls with 
kitchen & restrooms; 2 pavilions; picnic sites; playfields; 
children's play equipment; horseshoe pits; basketball

SCHOOLS

East Jordan Schools Nature 
Area

Yes 34.5 acres
Nature area on Steele Lake; hiking, wildlife viewing, 
school uses

STATE OF MICHIGAN

Lake Charlevoix Access Site 
(Ironton)

Yes 7 acres Boat launch, picnic sites, vault toilets

LITTLE TRAVERSE CONSERVANCY

Gatt Family Nature Preserve Yes 23.3 acres Nature preserve

Sleepy Hollow Nature Preserve Yes 55 acres Nature preserve, trails, parking area

PRIVATE

Villa Nuava Subdivision
Members / 

guests
3 acres

Swimming, boating, fishing, children's play equipment, 
horseshoe pits, playfields, volleyball courts, boat launch

Bay Marina Yes Boating, private boat docking

Ironton Landings
See facilities 

available

Private Facilities: Marina, fishing 
Private Facilities (owned by restaurant) Open to the 
Public: boat docks 
Public Facilities: bike rack at west landing of ferry and 
bike rack & bench at east landing of ferry

Charlevoix Shores Estates Members Swimming, park

Hidden Valley
Members / 

guests
Children's play equipment, boating, swimming

Ye Nyne Olde Holles Yes Golf course, clubhouse

Ironton Cove Marina
Yes / rental 

basis
Marina

Hemingway Pointe Club
Members / 

guests
Nature preserve, swimming beach, marina, hiking 
trails, cross country ski trails, pool, tennis

Sequanota Club Members Marina, swimming, meeting room

Sommerset Pointe Yacht Club 
& Marina

Members / 
guests and 
Township 
residents

Private marina and yacht club with restaurant; can 
be reserved for weddings & events; boat launch and 
swimming beach / park open to township residents

NON-PROFIT

Advance Board of Commerce
Members / 

guests
0.5 acre Community building to host a variety of public events.

Table 14: Regional Recreation Facilities
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DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PLANNING PROCESS
Eveline Township began the planning 
process to update the Parks and 
Recreation Plan in June 2020 while the 
Township was concurrently updating 
the Master Plan. One online community 
feedback survey was developed both. 
The survey was made available from 
June 22 through August 31, 2020. A 
notice of the survey was distributed in 
the summer tax bill for Eveline Township 
to approximately 1,450 households and 
a total of 107 survey responses were 
returned.

A public input session was held in person 
on September 2, 2020 at Whiting Park 
from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm. The purpose 
of the input session was to gather 
feedback from area residents regarding 
their thoughts on the park and recreation 
system in the area. Nine people attended 
the session. A summary of the survey 
results and public input session are 
highlighted on the following pages.

SUMMARY OF SURVEY 
RESULTS
Listed below are the highlights of survey 
responses that are directly related to 
parks and recreation. Respondents 
rated the importance of items that help 
to maintain their quality of life in the 
Township. Figure X shows that the Lake 
Charlevoix water quality was rated “very 
important” or “important” by 100% 
of respondents, demonstrating that 
Lake Charlevoix is a beloved resource 
for recreation within the Township. 
Even outside of the Township, the lake 
is known as one of Michigan’s premier 
inland lakes and is used for swimming, 
boating, kayaking, fishing, and water 
sports. The Lake Charlevoix Association 
and Tip of the Mitt Watershed monitor 
the quality of the water on a regular 
basis to make sure it is safe for all 
forms of recreation. According to the 
Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council, the 
water quality of Lake Charlevoix and its 
tributaries is currently good.1  Aquatic 
invasive species are a problem in Lake 
Charlevoix and the Lake Charlevoix 
Association continues to educate the 
residents about it to prevent the spread.

1 Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council, 
www.watershedcouncil.org Our Waters, 
Watersheds

Figure 2: How important are the following to maintaining quality of 
life in Eveline Township?
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The Township has recently acquired 
some properties and would like to 
know how the public envisions using 
the newly acquired land.  Over half of 
survey-takers want to see the properties 
used for recreation, either as trails, open 
space, or a public gathering area.

The Star School is a historical figure 
in the Township. When results are 
combined, the community feedback 
showed that over half of survey-takers 

Figure 3: Two vacant properties on the 
north side of Sweetbrier Lane should be 
used for:
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Figure 4: The vacant portion of the 
property south of the Advance Cemetery 
and west of Lake Shore Road should be 
used for:
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Figure 5: The “Star School” property 
located immediately southeast of the 
Wurn and Loomis Road intersection should 
be used for:
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Figure 6: The vacant property southeast 
of the intersection of Ferry and Mountain 
Roads should be used for:

30%

27%

24%

18%

Public gathering
space/pavilion

Housing Other (please specify) Educational/
cultural venue

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

would like to see the building used 
for communal purposes, either as 
repurposed into public gathering space 
or educational/cultural venue. The 
top answer was to use the property 
agriculture presumably to fit in with 
surrounding farming properties but was 
outnumbered by votes for a public use. 
The same can be said for the vacant 
property at the intersection of Ferry and 
Mountain Roads.
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Public water access is important 
to Eveline Township residents. The 
Washington Road access site is that 
allows users to swim, kayak/canoe, and 
fish, but residents requested through 
the survey that this publicly owned 
site features an improved beach. The 
wetlands around the water access 
site makes other development less 
recommendable.

The natural area at Bracy Road is a large 
parcel consisting of nature trails and 
nature preserve. The land has some 
wetlands; therefore, development would 
not be recommended beyond some site 
furnishings such as benches or picnic 
tables.

DEMOGRAPHICS
The survey respondents were made 
up of primarily year-round residents/
homeowners (61%), seasonal residents 
(39%). There is almost no representation 
from year-round residents/renters. 

A majority of the residents took the 
survey live on the waterfront. Nearly 
one-third of the respondents listed their 
property as rural residential and 7% 
live in a subdivision. Only 2% of the 
properties were recorded as farmland. 
Over three-quarters of the survey 
respondents reported not having any 
children living in their household. A 
majority of the people that took the 
survey were 60 years old or older. One-

Figure 7: The lake access at the end of Washington 
Road is publicly owned and presents a recreational 
opportunity. Which of the following improvements 
should be prioritized for the site?
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Figure 8: The natural area south of Bracy Road and 
west of Peninsula Road should be used for:
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Figure 10: Residency Status of Survey Respondents
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Figure 9: Property Type of Survey 
Respondents
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third of the participants were 40 to 59 
years old, while only 4% were 20 to 
39 years old.  It is important to plan for 
the demographics of Eveline Township. 
The year-round resident-homeowners 
make up just over half of the Township 
housing units. The median age has 
significantly increased every ten years. 
Planning for an older population is key 
when it comes to parks and recreation 
opportunities.

PUBLIC INPUT SESSION
During the public input session, 
attendees were asked how they foresee 
the newly acquired Township properties 
being utilized in the future. Most 
responses were for recreational uses. 
The benefits of providing recreational 
amenities to the residents is endless, 
and it appears that the residents 
understand its value as essential. In 
the COVID-19 era, where every activity 
is deemed essential or nonessential, 
recreation has risen in importance to 

Figure 11: Households with 
Children Under the Age of 17
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residents’ everyday lives. Research has 
shown that getting outside in nature 
improves health and wellness. Access 
to local parks and recreational sites and 
facilities encourages people to get out 
and get moving.2 

2 National Recreation and Park Association.

Participants attending the public input session at Whiting Park on September 2, 2020.
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Site Public Comments

11 and 13 
Sweetbriar Lane

Nature, rec, public space
Have the Twp sell them plots to the public so more residents can live 
here
Nature preserve

Star School

Restore star school for public use.

A new Township Hall or Twp Cemetery

Make a new cemetery out of star school property

Restore as a historical site

Tear down and build a township hall.

Cemetery.

Public space, historical culture

Newly Acquired 
Parcel  
006-030-067-60

Continuation of the existing cemetery.

The existing cemetery should use the adjacent or adjoining property 
that the Twp acquired for the increasing the use for more plots

Added to existing cemetery. Public Space.

Washington 
Street  Road 
Access

Recreation area for the public with restrooms parking and update 
beach area
Recreation for the public

Public space, recreation, nature

Newly Acquired 
Parcel  
006-115-006-20

Black top portion of property across from Twp hall. Create picnic 
peaceful sitting area on other portion of property

Public parking area

Cemetery needed here

This property has a parking lot that was last year installed and doesn’t 
need an appropriated cemetery which is too small. 

Bracy Road 
Property

Nature preserve

Nature/hiking

Table 15: Public Comments on Desired Futures for Recreational Sites

Public input session informational board. Public input session engagement activity.
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
Goals and objectives are used to 
develop a framework for the Township 
to plan for the future of the parks and 
recreation system. The goals are broader 
aspirational statements, the objectives 
narrow in on how to achieve the goal, 
and the actions are specific strategies 
designed to be realistic given the 
Township’s financial, social, and physical 
realities. 

The action plan is the “to do” list 
created to direct the budgeting process 
for the next five years.

GOAL 1
Encourage development of 
recreation sites to enhance the 
quality of life for the residents.

Objectives

 » Identify potential recreational 
opportunities for the recently 
acquired properties for 
development.

 » Enhance existing Township 
properties for recreational use. 

Actions 

 » Develop a master site plan for 
Township properties that can be 
used for recreation. 

 » Add site furnishings to park 
locations. 

GOAL 2
Improve connectivity throughout the 
Township and recreational sites.

Objectives

 » Connect parks, open space, and 
water access sites through a 
nonmotorized trail system.

 » Identify recreational sites and trails 
to improve connectivity. 

Actions

 » Develop a trail network plan to 
create connection points  between 
Whiting Park and the Trail system at 
Ridge Road.

 » Expand sidewalk systems to be multi 
use options for connectivity. 

GOAL 3
Preserve and protect natural 
features and resources within the 
Township.

Objectives

 » Acquire properties that can be used 
for recreational opportunities.

 » Protect and conserve a portion of 
the Township land for parks and 
open space. 

Actions

 » Remove invasive species to protect 
the natural resources.

 » Identify parcels that can be 
developed for parks and recreation. 

GOAL 4
Improve planning for resiliency and 
sustainability.

Objectives

 » Identity opportunities to use 
environmentally friendly materials 
and methods.

 » Create sustainable facility design 
standards. 

Actions

 » Plan for energy efficiency and 
decreasing waste in the Township.

 » Identify where renewable energy 
sources can be implemented.
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GOAL 5
Increase public awareness of parks 
and recreation opportunities.

Objectives

 » Establish a unique identity for the 
Township properties. 

 » Increase avenues to engage the 
public  such as media outlets and 
newsletters. 

Actions

 » Design a brand and develop new 
signage throughout the Township.

 » Provide current information through 
the Township website, social media, 
newsletters, and brochures to 
inform the community of upcoming 
events and projects. 

GOAL 6
Increase partnerships and 
collaborations to provide 
recreational opportunities.

Objectives

 » Identify business, organizations, 
and stakeholders to establish 
partnerships to create a park system.

 » Partner with surrounding 
municipalities and schools to offer 
parks and recreation services. 

Actions

 » Develop agreements with outside 
organizations to offer parks and 
recreation services.

 » Coordinate efforts to pool resources 
with community groups to provide 
parks and recreation opportunities. 

Wooded area on Bracy Road.
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Year Facility Description Source of Funding

2021
All Township 
Properties

Add standard signage throughout 
the Township properties.

Charlevoix County Millage

2021
08530 Ferry 
Road

Conceptual planning and site 
design.

Township Funds, Michigan 
Department of Agriculture

2022
08530 Ferry 
Road

Implement planned improvements 
for park area such as picnic facilities 
and parking area.

Charlevoix County 
Millage, MDNR Funds

2022 Star School
Conceptual planning and site 
design.

Township Funds, Michigan 
Department of Agriculture

2022
Sweetbrier 
Lane

Conceptual planning and site 
design.

Township Funds, Michigan 
Department of Agriculture

2023 Star School
Apply for grant funding to 
implement design.

MDNR Grants, Township 
Funds

2023
Sweetbrier 
Lane

Implement planned improvements 
such as site furnishings, play 
equipment, and picnic area.

Charlevoix County Millage

2024 Star School
Implement planned improvements 
such as develop park area, restore 
school, and outdoor recreation space.

MDNR Funds, Township 
Funds

2024 Trail Network
Conceptual planning and site 
design.

Township Funds, Michigan 
Department of Agriculture

2025 Trail Network
Apply for grant funding to 
implement design of trail plan.

MDOT, MDNR

Ongoing 
Project

Invasive 
Species

Investigate and remove invasive 
species.

Tip of the Mitt Watershed, 
Township Funds 

Ongoing 
Project

Sustainability
Investigate ways to utilize renewable 
energy, recycle, 

Township Funds

Table 16: Action Plan

Picnic area at Washington Street.
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